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Reading  
Children read and understand simple sentences. They use 
phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular 
words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with 
others about what they have read.  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)  

  
As before, please continue to read to your child for at least 30 
minutes a day. This does not need to be in one go, we would 
suggest x3 10 minute story times. There are also a few authors 
reading their stories on YouTube and other platforms.  
You can find a few stories read by Mrs Millington here 
https://vimeo.com/420355206  
 
The following task is the same as before. Choose a book to read 
every day for the week...  
 
Task:  It is important to question children on the stories that 
are read to them, to aid understanding and make the child 
aware of elements of stories to listen out for. Choose a book, 
look at the front cover ask your child what they think the story 
is about. See if they can identify the title. Read the story, ask 
your child what the story was about, who are the characters? 
Where is the story set? What happens at the beginning, middle 
and end of the story? Ask what they liked about the story and 
one thing they might change or have done differently? Any 
engagement with the text and reflection on the structure of the 
story is supporting your child’s learning, though try to keep this 
brief and try not to do all of the above at each sitting! Read the 
story a few times over the week building on your child’s 
understanding. 
 
If you feel that your child is capable, look at the text with your 
child and see if they can identify any words or sounds in the 
text. 
 

Physical Development 
Children know the importance for good health of physical 
exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep 
healthy and safe. They manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the 
toilet independently. 
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.) 
 

Try to do some physical exercise every day. A good walk or visit 

to a local park is the most practical way for your child to 

exercise. If you cannot leave the house or reach a suitable park, 

you can always follow exercises online. Joe Wicks is good for 

gross motor skills, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3LPrhI0v-w This is the 

first of a few videos that can be found on his YouTube channel.  

For a fine motor skill activity, any activity that involves 

manipulating small objects, from tying a shoelace to making a 

Lego masterpiece. Drawing and colouring in are good for pencil 

control. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk 

about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, 

and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as 

part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules. 

They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take 

changes of routine in their stride. 
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 

the target we are working towards.) 

 

As it is a holiday, the best thing for PSED is to spend time with 

your family. Too soon, the children will be grown, so relax and 

have fun with your child, build memories for the future. That is 

exactly what I plan to do with my teenage children anyway! If 

they let me! 

 

Mathematics  

Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place 
them in order and say which number is one more or one less 
than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and 
subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find 
the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving 
and sharing. 
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)   
 

This half term we have covered a number of mathematic 
topics. So it is good to recap these, as repetition with deeper 
understanding embeds the learning. 
 
Recap on 2D and 3D shapes. You can do this by having a shape 
hunt, check out some online songs eg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfRuLS-Vnjs (2D shapes) 
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guNdJ5MtX1A (3D 
Shapes) 
You can also discuss the properties of these shapes eg how 
many sides, corners, faces, vertices. Most of the children 
should be aware of these to some extent. 
  
Continue to look at repeating patterns using colours objects 
and shapes. Starting off with 2 different types then 3 and you 
could also challenge yourself to 4 different types of objects or 
colours. If you are finding 3 and 4 objects tricky make sure you 
have sorted everything in to piles before you begin. For 
example, all the oranges together, all the apples together and 
all the pears together. If you lose track of where you are go 
back to the beginning. We always read the pattern out loud 
when we have finished to check that we have not made a 
mistake, if you have this will help you notice so that you can 
change it. 
 
 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/420355206
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3LPrhI0v-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfRuLS-Vnjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guNdJ5MtX1A
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Understanding the world  
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to 
places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the 
features of their own immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another. They make 
observations of animals and plants and explain why some 
things occur, and talk about changes.  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)  
 

During the last half term, our topic has been Minibeasts. 

 

We have been looking at a variety of Minibeasts.  

 

Why not take advantage of the fact that we are allowed to be 

out more and go on a minibeast hunt in the park/garden. You 

can then bring up some discussion on the insects and 

minibeasts you have come across. There is a wealth of 

knowledge online to support this learning, I find ‘Minibeast 

Adventures with Jess’ both informative and fun to watch. You 

can find this on YouTube. 

 

You can try drawing the minibeasts, even the simplest of 

drawings offers you the opportunity to discuss the differences 

and similarities of the minibeasts, e.g how many legs, what are 

feelers, how does it move, etc 

 

Looking at close-up pictures of the minibeasts is also a good 

way to get a discussion going. Talk about the strange eyes they 

have, how their body is connected, some have an exoskeleton, 

none have bones like us, some have teeth others have 

proboscises...  

 

 

  

 

 

Writing   
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways 
which match their spoken sounds. They also write some 
irregular common words. They write simple sentences which 
can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt 
correctly and others are phonetically plausible.  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)   
 

This half term, we have been looking at how to write a story, 

lists and instructions. We have also been looking at rhyming 

words, alliteration and adjectives.  

By the end of this academic year, under normal circumstances, 

we would expect your child to be able to construct basic 

sentences. Not necessarily starting with capital letters but with 

finger spaces between the words and a full stop, with all the 

words readable (phonetically correct or close to, is acceptable, 

the words don’t always have to be spelt correctly.) 

 
If you could support your child in writing a simple sentence that 
they can read back to you. From the classic ‘The cat sat on the 
mat.’ to sentences of their own about a topic they enjoy ‘The 
dinosaur roared loudly.’ To encourage your child to write a 
sentence it is good to make it meaningful and engaging for your 
child, rather than a cold exercise. If your child has a favourite 
toy, encourage them to write out a sentence about it, or write 
a sentence for a relative that can be posted. You understand 
your child’s motivations more than us, so you will be able to 
think of a way of supporting them in their writing. If you put 
three sentences together you can make a story! 
 

 

 

 

Creative - Art 
Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment 

with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a 

variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 

colour, design, texture, form and function. 

(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)   
 
Why not try playdough?  Children love to manipulate playdough. 
It is great for strengthening the hand grip and fine motor skills. 
They can make many different things, squeeze it, cut it, shape it! 
It is easy and relatively cheap to make. You can make a standard 
playdough or add things to it to make it extra special. The most 
basic recipe is add I cup of flour with ½ cup of salt and 2 
teaspoons of Cream Of Tartar, mix in 1 cup of water (warm is 
best) and 1 tablespoon of vegetable oil and add some colour 
(either food colouring or children’s poster paint). There are 
plenty of recipes online. Make 2-3 different colours for variety. 
 
 
Design a picture of an activity you did in half term. 
If you go to the park with your family maybe you could draw a 
picture of all of you at the park. If you make a cake maybe you 
could draw a picture of the cake you made. Remember you can 
draw, paint, use junk modelling, use whatever resources you 
have at home, just be creative. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you have not already, please sign your child into Seesaw. This is the portal the school is using to support you with your 

child’s home learning. Hopefully you will find it easier to follow with more clearly defined activities than on this sheet. 
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Remember to log onto LGFL for lots more learning activities https://my.uso.im/ogps 

     SITES to support learning: Super Simple Songs, the Singing Walrus, Kids TV123, and Little Smart Planet.  

 

 

https://my.uso.im/ogps

