
Reception - week 2 
 

   
 

Reading  
Children read and understand simple sentences. They use 
phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them 
Readingaloud accurately. They also read some common 
irregular words. They demonstrate understanding when talking 
with others about what they have read.  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)  

  
 Please continue to read to your child for at least 30 minutes a 
day. This does not need to be in one go, we would suggest x3 
10 minute story times. There are also a few authors reading 
their stories on YouTube and other platforms. Refer to the 
What’s on this week list below. 
 
Task:  It is important to question children on the stories that 
are read to them, to aid understanding and make the child 
aware of elements of stories to listen out for. Choose a book, 
look at the front cover ask your child what they think the story 
is about. See if they can identify the title. Read the story, ask 
your child what the story was about, who are the characters? 
Where is the story set? What happens at the beginning, middle 
and end of the story? Ask what they liked about the story and 
one thing they might change or have done differently? Any 
engagement with the text and reflection on the structure of the 
story is supporting your child’s learning, though try to keep this 
brief and try not to do all of the above for every story! Read the 
story a few times over the week building on your child’s 
understanding. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development.  
Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk 
about their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences, 
and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as 
part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules. 
They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take 
changes of routine in their stride.  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)  
Task: It is important that we are considerate of others 
especially at this challenging time. With everyone restricted to 
their homes, tempers can become frayed, therefore it is 
important that we support our children by discussing the 
situation at an age appropriate level. We can help our children 
to navigate this situation more successfully if they feel part of 
it. Therefore, your task this week is to work out a set of rules or 
guidelines together as a whole family which can be agreed on 
Obviously, these rules are likely to be broken, they are not a 
law but a guideline to help support our children at this difficult 
and worrying time. A gentle reminder of the responsibility we 
have to each other. You can call it the Rainbow Rules or come 
up with your own name for them. The rules should come from 
everyone and agreed by everyone. E.g. Rule 1: Be kind, e.g. 
Share your toys  Rule 2: Think about others eg Put your toys 
away yourself etc. One rule for you to follow is to avoid any 
rules that begin with No, eg instead of saying No Shouting or 
Fighting say Be kind! 
Your children can take ownership further by either writing the 
rules themselves or making a colourful poster 

 
Each household will have different priorities, but primarily 
these rules/guidelines can be there to support your children to 
focus on what is good for the whole family in this difficult time. 

Mathematics  
Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order 
and say which number is one more or one less than a given number  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is the target 
we are working towards.)   
This week we will look at numbers, but first continue singing songs with 
your children. You can research for educational songs on YouTube that 
may suit your child. Primarily I look at Super Simple Songs, The Singing 
Walrus and KidsTV123 (esp. The Planet Song!)  Continue with The Big 
Number Song, Numbers to 20 song, 3D shape song, Months of the Year 
song and Days of the Week songs or choose some from your own bank 
of songs.  
  
Task: The task this week is to become confident in recognising and 
working with numbers to 20. Begin by getting your child to count to 20, 
to gauge where they are at.   
If are not counting to 10 confidently concentrate on counting to 10 
through simple songs, with you and on their own. Have the numbers 
from 0 to 10 written clearly in a line and use this as a visual aid. Get your 
child to point to the numbers as they recite them. Then to finish, 
practice writing out the numbers.  
     If your child can confidently count to 10 and a little beyond, work on 
counting to 20 through simple songs, with you and on their own. Do this 
daily. Ask your child to write their numbers from 0 to 10. Support where 
needed, and do not worry if the numbers are the wrong way round, just 
gently remind your child how it needs to go. This can be worked on over 
time. On day 1, introduce the language of one more, e.g. What’s one 
more than 3? Look at the number line your child has made and support 
your child to find one more than 3. Repeat on the number line for a 
variety of numbers to 10. On day 2, introduce one less than, e.g. what’s 
1 less than 3? Repeat on the number line (a fresh one made daily by 
your child) for a variety of numbers to 10. On day 3, 4 and 5, mix up a 
variety of one less and one more questions, pushing their number 
knowledge beyond 10 where appropriate, ultimately to 20.  
     If your child is confident to count to 20 and beyond, get them to write 
out a number line from 10 to 20. Discuss the meaning of 1 more and 1 
less and get the children to find one more and one less than a given 
number. If they are confident at this, you can introduce writing simple 
equations and solving them using the number line, e.g. 7 + 4 = 11. 



Reception - week 2 
 

   
 

Understanding the world  
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to 
places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the 
features of their own immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another. They make 
observations of animals and plants and explain why some 
things occur, and talk about changes.  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)  

  
 Task: This term we have been looking at growing plants. In the 
last week of school, we were looking at labelling parts of a 
plant. This is to be our task for this week. Please get your child 
to draw a flower with the roots under the soil. The children are 
then to label these, naming the roots, stem, leaves and petals 
of the flower. You can also discuss the steps of how to grow a 
flower with your child as they should be able to talk you 
through the process. 
 

Writing   
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways 
which match their spoken sounds. They also write some 
irregular common words. They write simple sentences which 
can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt 
correctly and others are phonetically plausible.  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)   
You can begin by doing some phonics with your child. We use 
the Ruth Miskin system, you can learn how this works by 
watching the “Ruth Miskin Training” channel on YouTube: 
9.30am - Set 1 speed sounds, 10 am - Set 2 speed sounds & 
10.30am - Set 3 speed sounds. Most children will be doing Set 1 
or Set 2 Speed Sounds. Have a look with your child and you will 
gauge what they know.  

  
 Task: As a writing task, please get your child to draw everyone 
in their family that they know, this could include uncles, 
aunties, cousins and close family friends. Then get your child to 
label everyone by writing their names. If your child is already a 
confident writer, ask them to write a short sentence about 
each, eg ‘ukl jon lvs futbol.’ - (Uncle John loves football.) 
Remind children about finger spaces and full stops. Discuss 
capital letters if you feel that it is appropriate for your child.   

Creative – Dance    
Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent 
their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and 
technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories.  
(Your child may not have reached this point at present, this is 
the target we are working towards.)  
Task:  If you can make a space for you and your child in front of 
a computer/smart TV/ tablet or phone, please do so. Then tune 
into, dare I say it, Baby Shark (I prefer this version as the dance is 
demonstrated by children 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqZsoesa55w) Follow the 
dance, and see if you and your child can remember the moves. 
Once loosened up play a few of your favourite songs, getting 
your child to think up moves of their own. It’s good exercise and 
very good for mental and physical co-ordination. 
 

What’s on this week:  

 Joe Wicks PE session Mon-Fri 9am on his YouTube account: THE BODY COACH TV  

 Amazon audible have made the access to their stories free, get yourself signup and get listening  

 Rob Biddulph (author and illustrator) is posting videos every Tuesday and Thursday at 10am. Join him to learn how to work on your drawing skills! 

http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob 

 Join Theo every Monday and Wednesday at 4pm to see cooking recipes and methods  https://www.theocooks.com/kids-cookalong-live/ 

 Music with Mike – on Youtube  

 Ruth Miskin phonics training – on Youtube 9.30am - Set 1 speed sounds, 10 am - Set 2 speed sounds & 10.30am - Set 3 speed sounds  

 PE with Joe Wicks at 9am – on Youtube  

 Edinburgh Zoo live cams https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams/  

 Andy’s wild workouts https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p06tmmvz/andys-wild-workouts  

 The Ballet Coach – live ballet sessions Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 9:30 on Youtube or Instagram. Also home ballet stories on her you tube for EYFS  

 Mr Mc – Early Years/KS1 phonics – on Facebook or https://www.mrmcmakingmemories.com/  

 Oliver Jeffers – reading a story every day at 6pm – on Instagram   

 Remember to log onto LGFL for lots more learning activities https://my.uso.im/ogps 
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